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SHINTA MANI WILD
A BENSLEY COLLECTION

Cardamom Mountains, Cambodia

Nestled between two National Parks, this 
property is a combination of artistic expression 
turned architecture and an immersive 
experience in the depths of nature. Wake up 

on the banks of a wild river and walk along its 
deepest paths surrounded by lush vegetation. 
An experience that connects all your senses 
with the purest wilderness.

Both the private tents 
and the Headquarters 

are built of wood 
and are raised off 

the ground, creating 
walkways and terraces 

for greater visibility and 
the feeling that you are 

climbing a tree.
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H I S T O R Y  &  S O R R O U N D I N G S

This lost treasure in the depths of Cambodia, between 
two National Parks with a wild river and waterfalls, is 
called Shinta Mani Wild and belongs to the Bensley 
Collection. 
Bill Bensley bought this rarity in a logging auction 
for an area that has the size of Central Park in NY. 
A place that was once home of Asian elephant, river 
otter, pangolin and other exotic animals, unfortunately 
changed radically with new roads making the forest 
more accessible to the easy extraction of timber and 
wildlife.
With the opportunity to protect a small part of 
Cardamom National Park and provide a healthier 
future for the region, Bensley had the chance to create 
a minimum impact high yield camp. He had three goals 
in mind when he envisioned the project: stop illegal 
poaching and logging, provide opportunities for local 
people to empower themselves and to make sure 
guests would have an unparallel awe-inspiring time 
experiencing the WILD.
So, in December 2018, at the heart of Cardamom 
National Park, Bill Bensley opened his tented camp 

experience with a brand-new model of hospitality 
which combine conservation with high-end luxury. 

A R C H I T E C T U R E  &  D E S I G N

As an adventure junkie, a plucky wanderer and a lover 
of all wild things, as Bill Bensley likes to emphasize, the 
resort is exactly what he would have done for himself 
personally. With almost 40 years of experience and 
having designed over 200 hospitality projects in 
50 countries, Shinta Mani Wild is the culmination of 
Bensley life´s work.
This one-of-a-kind resort has only 15 comfort luxury 
private tents surrounded by a river and, some of 
them, with marvelous waterfall view. Each of them 
has its own name and include a maxi-bar and outdoor 
bathtub to enjoy the best of Cambodian nature in a 
relaxing mode.
The design of the tents, for the Landing Zone Bar 
and the Headquarters, were all inspired by the golden 
years Cambodian King Sihanouk, as he may have 
hosted Jackie Onassis on a tour of royal glamping in 
1967.

Architect:
Bill Bensley

Interiors: 
Bill Bensley

Rooms: 
15 Private Tents

SHINTA MANI WILD A BENSLEY COLLECTION

@shintamaniwild



E X P E R I E N C E S

“Wherever you go, go with all your HEART”. This is the 
phrase that you find in the Camp Directory inside your 
villa upon arrival, apart from an exclusive survival kit, 
which reflects exactly the spirit of immersing in the 
wild provided by Shinta Mani Wild. 
Bensley vision was to deliver a great series of different 
experiences with the goal to push guests out of their 
comfort zone. 
The unique wildly enthusiastic team of Adventure 
Butlers, each of them specialized in a particular study 
or sport, help guests to take the most of what this 
beautiful place has to offer.
Some of the activities includes a zip-line across 
the waterfall, walk with the Wildlife Alliance to learn 
what they do and its value on protecting the region, 
mountain bike to explore the remote parts of the land, 
go on an adventure ride with the kayak through the 
coastal rivers and other wonderful activities.
Gastronomy happens in the Headquarters, the home 
of dining at Shinta Mani Wild in which every experience 
is different. Each single meal is prepared by the 
incredible chefs with the goal to introduce something 
new and unexpected to keep adding to the adventure 
mindset of WILD. The menu always contains fresh 
seasonal ingredients with the best that Cambodia has 
to offer. Guests can even have the experience to go 

forage for food during the morning and be surprised 
later at dinner time.

W E L L N E S S

With all the adventures guests experience during 
their stay, of course some well-deserved relaxation 
is needed. Khmer Tonics Spa offers a selective menu 
of Khmer-inspired natural treatments with plants 
foraged from the rainforest or grown in the spa 
garden, including healing plant extracts. The spa’s 
two treatment rooms are set amidst dramatic natural 
boulders, but the river takes centre stage, too. One of 
the top favorites is the river-stone foot massage while 
enjoying a waterfall pool.
If guests don’t want to leave the comfort of their own 
tents, treatments can also take place on the balcony 
with special feature of the relaxing nature sound of 
the river.
Adding to the list of experiences in Shinta Mani Wild, 
wellness activities are also part of the package. 
Invigorating yoga class takes place in the East Tower 
with a spectacular view from the area before starting 
your day. Nature bathing, guided meditations and 
breath-walking alone one of the jungle trials are also 
activities in which guests can enhance their contact 
with the forest.

Prey Praseth Village, Ou Bak Rothed Commune, Kampong Seila District, Cambodia.
+855 87 656 152

Opposite Page: 
The Landing Zone Bar 

is the meeting place 
for explorers, where 
you can recount the 

adventures of the day 
over a drink mixed by 

expert hands.



The private tents have an outdoor bathtub for a 
relaxing bath right above the wild river.

Outside there is also a lounge and a bar where you can 
prepare your favourite drinks and relax with a good read. 
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196 197 Bill Bensley’s architecture is 
100% environmentally friendly, 
integrating seamlessly with the 

vegetation, geography and wildlife. 
Here, in the Landing Zone Bar, we 

can see how the cabin respects the 
vegetation and the large rock that 
enters as part of the architecture. 



—Bill Bensley knows how to take 
care of every detail, he makes it fun 
with a lot of sense and sensitivity. 
Each fabric comes to life with his 
drawings and makes you enter his 
unique and wonderful world.  



In the Headquarters 
is the restaurant, 
full of treasures and 
wonderful objects 
personally chosen by 
Bill Bensley. 


